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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
You asked:  
 
 
 

1. How do you test for H. Pylori infection during upper GI endoscopies ? Please specify what 
tests you use, eg, Culture Biopsy (Pathology), Urease. 
We use a CLO test during upper GI endoscopy to diagnose H pylori – this is done at the time of 
endoscopy in the endoscopy theatres. It is a urease based test. 
 

2. How many H. Pylori tests are performed in a typical month? 
100 
 

3. Who decides to purchase H. Pylori tests?   
Senior Management. 
 

4. Which H.Pylori test(s) do you use most?  
CLO tests 
 

5. Why do you use these tests most?  
We use this type of kit for historical reasons and have had no reason to change suppliers 

 
6. Where in the hospital is the test usually done, and by whom? 

The test is completed on the endoscopy unit, by the endoscopist. 
 



 

 

 
7. What medication do you use to treat H, Pylori? Please give drug name and brand. 

Treatment follows NICE Guidance / GMMMG Formulary or BNF and is prescribed by the GP. 
 

8. What is the typical cost per test? Please give an estimate for unbranded or laboratory own 
tests. 
 
Section 43(2) - Commercial interests.  
 
(2) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, 
prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the public authority holding it).  
Section 43(2) is a qualified exemption and subject to the prejudice test and the public interest test. 
Under the prejudice test we have to consider if disclosure of this information would, or would be 
likely to, prejudice our commercial interests or the commercial interests of a third party.  
Consideration is also given to the harm disclosing this information would be likely to cause, 
combined with other information already in the public domain (mosaic effect) or possibly released 
at a future date (precedent effect). The public interest test considers and balances the public 
interest in disclosing this information against the public interest in not disclosing this information 
and uses this assessment to decide whether there is sufficient justification in withholding this 
information under this exemption.  
Information disclosed under the FOIA is considered to be public information, and while there is a 
presumption towards disclosure, consideration needs to be given as to who will have access to this 
information beyond the requestor and the purposes for which they could use the information.  
 
 

9. Do you use a Urease test for H. Pylori? If not, what type of test do you use? Eg breath test, 
culture, etc. 
No 
 

10. If you use a Urease test for H. Pylori, what type of Urease H. Pylori test do you use? Please 
give drug name and brand 
N/A 

 
 
 
If you are not entirely satisfied with this response, please do not hesitate to contact the Information 
Governance Department via the email address provided.  If we do not hear from you within 28 days, we 
will assume that we have been able to accommodate your request under the Freedom of Information Act 
2000. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 



 

 

 
Sanjay Arya 
Medical Director 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a 
complaint or request a review of our decision, you should write to: Information Governance Department, 
Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh NHS Foundation Trust, Suite 9, Buckingham Row, Brick Kiln Lane, Wigan, 
WN1 1XX. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information 
Commissioner for a decision at:  
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane  
Wilmslow 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF 
 
Helpline number: 0303 123 111 


